
St. Paul The Apostle Roman Catholic Church
346 West Main Street, Hancock, New York 13783 Ph: 607-637-2571 e-mail: stpauls@hancock.net

Our Mission
We are a Eucharistic

community dedicated to
making disciples of
Jesus who love God

wholeheartedly and others
compassionately,

serving the world selflessly,
and boldly evangelizing

Christ’s Good News.

Mass for The Sabbath

Saturday 6:30 PM
Sunday   8:00 AM
Daily Service:
As scheduled in Bulletin

 The Baptism
of the
Lord

January 11, 2026

Welcome! We hope to know you and invite you to serve with us.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday after 6:30 PM Mass
Other times by appointment.

Low gluten
Those suffering from an intolerance to gluten are
advised that St. Paul’s keeps Low Gluten Hosts on
hand for those who need them. Simply check in
with an usher to arrange for one.

Sacrament of Baptism
Because of the importance of the celebration of the
sacrament of baptism, please consider carefully the
man or woman of faith you chose to inspire and
educate your child in the ways of our faith for the
entirety of their lives. We suggest calling the church
office during your pregnancy so that a more thor-
ough preparation may take place. Godparents must
be practicing Catholics and submit a certificate of
eligibility from their parish prior to the Baptism.
Baptisms will normally take place at a parish week-
end Mass. Date and time will be scheduled by the
pastor.

Sacrament of Matrimony
For adequate preparation, arrangements should be
made at least 6 months in advance.

Sacrament of Anointing
Please let the parish office know if someone is
seriously ill. If you know of anyone who is unable to
get to Mass, we would be glad to help arrange
transportation.

Membership in our
Catholic Community
New members are warmly welcomed and
may register by calling the parish office or
online. If you move out of the area or change
your address, please notify the parish office.

Pastor
Rev. Dr. Bernard Osei Ampong

Parish Secretary
Kelly Cutler 607-637-2571

Bookkeeper
Mike Argiros 607-637-2571

Religious Education
Kristy White 607-637-2571

Parish Trustees
Kevin Caramore 607-637-2571
Roxanne Losicco 570-575-4333

Cemetery
Jerrie VanMater 607-637-3533

Custodian
Lawrence Ligas 607-637-2571

Finance Council Chairperson
Valerie Hunter 607-637-2571

Pastoral Council President
Kenneth Salvestrini 607-637-2571

Communion for the
Home Bound Ministry
Mary Ann Hunter 607-637-2571

Bethany Ministry
Ginny Gotthardt 607-637-2414
Karen White 607-637-2467

Pre-School  607-637-3146
Lorena Soccodato Teacher

Director Music Ministry
Charlene Caramore 607-637-2571

Men’s Group
Kevin Caramore 607-637-2571

OCIA
Kevin Caramore 607-637-2571
Charlene Caramore 607-637-2571

Bulletin Concerns
Paul Bartholomew 607-637-5409

Respect Life Ministry
TBD

St. Paul’s Saintly Sweepers
Sacristan
Maureen Hunt 607-637-2571

Hospitality Team
Call 607-637-2571

Walking with Moms in Need
Virginia Siegler 845-887-5753



TAKE NOTEMASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
6:00 P.M. Rosary
6:30 P.M.  John Caruso
  by Paul & Sharon Gordon
  John D. Norovich
  by Bill & Ginny Gotthardt
  Jason McGlone
  by Carlo Squicciarini
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 The Baptism of the Lord
7:30 A.M. Rosary
8:00 A.M. Deceased Members
  of St. Paul’s Parish
MONDAY, JANUARY 12
9:00 A.M. Rosary
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13 St. Hilary
9:00 A.M. Rosary/Miraculous Medal Novena
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
9:00 A.M. Rosary/Morning Prayer
6:00 P.M. Adoration
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
9:00 A.M. Rosary/Communion Service

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
9:00 A.M. Rosary
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 St. Anthony
6:00 P.M. Rosary
6:30 P.M.  Jeffrey Davis
  by Jerry & Kathy DaBrescia
  Dorothy Emery
  Paul & Sharon Gordon
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
7:30 A.M. Rosary
8:00 A.M. Deceased Members
  of St. Paul’s Parish

LECTORS for January 17/18
6:30 P.M. M. Hunt
8:00 A.M. K. White
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS for January 17/18
6:30 P.M. (Host) C. Christensen
6:30 P.M. (Cup) L. Ligas
8:00 A.M. (Host) S. Drake
8:00 A.M. (Cup) Joan Stevenson
ALTAR SERVERS for January 17/18
6:30 P.M. K. Cutler
8:00 A.M. Jim Stevenson

Jesus Steps into the Water
The Baptism of the Lord Year A reminds us who Jesus is
and what He came to do. He walks into the Jordan River,
not because He needs to, but to show us the way. This
moment tells us that Jesus is ready to serve. He stands
with us, not above us. As He comes out of the water,
something amazing happens. The Holy Spirit comes
down like a dove. God speaks from heaven and calls Jesus
His beloved Son. This is the first clear sign that Jesus is
sent by God to bring peace and healing. The Baptism of
the Lord Year A is not only about what happened that
day. It also points to our own baptism. Like Jesus, we are
called to live with love and to follow God’s path each day.
This feast invites us to remember that we belong to God
too.
Prayer
Lord, thank You for the gift of Jesus and His example of
humility and service. Help us to live out our baptismal
call by sharing Your light with others. Guide us through
the Holy Spirit to follow You each day. May we always
trust in Your plan and grow in faith. Amen.
      * * *
As we conclude the Christmas season, St. Paul's Church
will be taking down the Christmas decorations after
the 8 AM Mass on Sunday, January 11. If you are willing
to stay and lend a hand, your help would be greatly
appreciated. No special skills are needed, just a
willingness to help for a short time. As the saying goes,
many hands make light work, and your support helps us
care for our church community. Thank you!
      * * *
Join us for our next Gather & Feast Community Dinner
on Thursday, January 22, from 4:30 - 6:30 PM. This
month’s dinner is graciously hosted by the Women of
Emory Methodist Church, who are excited to welcome
everyone to the table. Enjoy a delicious meal featuring
baked ziti with meatballs, green beans, garlic bread, and
dessert, along with warm fellowship and friendly
conversation. All are invited, friends, families, neighbors,
and newcomers alike. We look forward to gathering with
you!
      * * *
The next Men’s Group will be Thursday, January 22 at
7 PM in the DeSerio Ctr.
      * * *

Christmas Flowers
In Memory/In Honor of:                       Gift of:

Ester, Paul & Barbara Rotzler  &
Tony Arnoldine           M/M James Rotzler



St. Paul’s Cancellation Policy: When the Hancock
Central School District is closed or on a 2 hour delay due
to weather, whatever is scheduled that morning will also
be canceled. This information will be posted at least one
hour before the scheduled time, on the home page of our
website, St. Paul’s Facebook Page, as well as an e-mail.
For a weekend Mass cancellation the notification
procedure will be the same. Is your e-mail address on file
at St. Paul’s? If not, call the office at 607-637-2571.
      * * *
Catholic Trivia - Test your knowledge of the faith! Each
week, two Catholic trivia questions will be posted here in
the bulletin. Come back next week to check your answers
and see how well you did. Have fun learning and growing
in faith!
1. Who baptized Jesus Christ?
2. What is the purpose of a guardian angel?

ANSWERS FROM LAST WEEK:
1. From what mount did Christ ascend into heaven and
from what mount will He stand on the day of his return?
Mount of Olives.
2. What was the name of the river in which Jesus Christ
was baptized?
The Jordan River
      * * *
YOUCAT ~ Chapter One:
I Believe in God the Father.
32) What does it mean to say that God is truth? “God is
light and in him is no darkness” (1 Jn 1:5). His Word
is truth (Pov 8:7, 2 Sam 7:28), and his Law is truth
(Ps 119:142). Jesus himself vouches for God’s truth by
declaring before Pilate, “For this I was born, and for
this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the
truth” (Jn 18:37). The truth of God cannot be “proved”
or subjected to empirical tests, since science cannot make
him an object of investigation. And yet God subjects
himself to a special sort of proof. We know that God is
truth on the basis of the absolute credibility of Jesus. He is
“the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6). Anyone
who enters into a relationship with him can find this out
by putting it to the test. If God were not “true”, then faith
and reason could not have a dialogue with each other. An
agreement is possible, however, because God is truth, and
the truth is divine.
      * * *
This week’s spotlight for the businesses that support
         St. Paul’s by advertising in the bulletin

Hancock Liquor Store 607-637-5364
              Little Italy Restaurant 607-637-2855

Remember to support those that support St. Paul’s

MONTHLY FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:
Week of 1/18 Canned potatoes
Week of 1/25 Canned peas
Coffee, Tea and Sugar are welcomed anytime. Please
drop off items at the church doors. Thank you for your
generosity.
      * * *
Prayer Intention of Pope Leo XIV for January: For
prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that praying
with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a
source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a
more fraternal and missionary Church.
     * * *
Our Walking with Moms in Need ministry could use
newborn baby diapers and wipes. Please place items in
the collection bin at the front of the church. Thank you
for your generosity!

SACRIFICIAL GIVING January 3/4
Number of regular collection envelopes…..………16
Loose cash and checks..………….…….……$381.00
Regular envelope collection………..………..$906.00
Total….….….…………..….…………..….$1,287.00
Holy Day..………………………………….. $300.00
December Online Giving…………………..$2,426.00
Additional Offerings
Evangelist…….……….…………….……….$174.00
Votive…………………………………………$44.00
Books…………….……….………………….. $10.00
Utility………………………………………….$25.00
Flowers……………………….…………….. $100.00
Donation……..………………………………..$50.00
Attendance January 3/4
New Year’s Day 8:00 AM…………………………21
Saturday: 6:30 PM ……………………………..….23
Sunday: 8:00 AM ………….………....….….…….40
Total..…….…………….………….………………63

 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD             JANUARY 11, 2026

THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday, January 12

(Office Closed)
Tuesday, January 13

6:00 PM Pastoral Council Meeting - Hall
Wednesday, January 14

6:00 PM Prayer Group - Rectory
6:00 - 7:00 PM Adoration - Church

Friday, January 16
7:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous - Hall

Cleaning Group # 3: K. White

STEWARDSHIP



Hancock
LiquorStore

Theresa Allen
Owner

27 West Main St.
Hancock, NY 13783

607-637-5364
hls@hancock.net

Jim   Gina’s&Greenhouse          Landscaping

Offering:
Markers, Monuments, Mausoleums,

Cemetery Lettering, Cleaning &
Any Type of Restoration Work

Serving you From:
Henderson-Biedekapp Funeral Home

www.monumentsbyparise.com
Parisefh@echoes.net

570-382-3558

Serving All Faiths

www.hbfuneralchapel.com

41 Yendes St.
Hancock, NY 13783
Ph: 607-637-2491
Fax: 607-637-4778

www.BisbeeLumberAndSupply.Com

607-637-2581 Fax: 607-637-4471

Henderson-Biedekapp
Funeral Chapel

Hancock, New York 13783

Bennett Lawn & Log LLC
SMALL ENGINE SPECIALIST

Sales & Service for
Briggs & Stratton - Tecumseh - Kohler

Husqvarna - Stihl - Kawasaki
Honda Engines and more.

Bruce
Bennett

1139 Cadosia Rd. Hancock, NY 13783

24723 State Hwy 97
Hancock, NY 13783

607-637-4401

Fall Leagues
Saturday & Sunday Specials

Birthday Parties
Large Group Rates Annual

April Tournament Camps
Welcome

Pro Shop- Snack Bar Video
Games-Pool Table

Fox
Bowling
Center

Saturday & Sunday - Open Bowling Rock 'n' Bowl- Glow Bowl ®

HAVE
A

HEART.
PromiseLandChildren.com

(Just past Bisbee Lumber)
Hancock, NY 13783 607-637-4633

Jim & Gina Rotzler

Gales
Boat Storage

Safe & Secure Year Round
570-616-7951

Sharon (Dennis) Gordon
Lic Real Estate Salesperson in NY & PA

607-778-9954
Sharond@hancock.net
Joanne McGibney Real Estate
676 North Sanford Rd.
Deposit, NY 13754

AFFORDABLE CLOTHING

& HOME GOODS
Donations Accepted

140 E. Front St. Hancock, NY 13783
607-637-2100

Socorro’s
Perfectly
Priced
$hop

LITTLELITTLE
ITALY

R I S T A U R A N T E

PIZZA- HEROES-PASTA
EAT IN-TAKE OUT

607-637-2855
43 West Main St. Hancock

D I N N E R L U N C H

                       CUSTOM SIGNS, BANNERS,
VEHICLE LETTERING, STONE ENGRAVING,
GRAPHIC ARTS, AND MORE.

  JOHN FARNSWORTH | 917-538-9754
GALLOPINGHORSEGRAPHICS@GMAIL.COM

Call

216 Wheeler St. t
PO Box 519

Hancock, NY
13783

(607) 637-3591

216 Wheeler St.  PO Box 519
Hancock, NY 13783

(607) 637-3591
www.hancockherald.com

email: hancockherald@hancock.net

Bringing you all the local news since 1873

Paul’s Sunflowers
Odds and Ends  ~   Garage sales

Across from St. Paul’s Church
339 W. Main St Hancock, NY(Weather Permitting)

10% of all sales
back to St. Paul’s

SPACE

FOR

RENT


